Preserved priming in auditory perceptual identification in Alzheimer's disease.
To examine the status of auditory perceptual priming in Alzheimer's disease (AD), this study examined the performance of AD patients in auditory perceptual identification of words. In Experiment 1, the processing operations required to perform the tasks at study and test were matched, whereas in Experiment 2, processing operations at study and test were mismatched. AD patients showed normal priming in both experiments, despite impaired recognition memory. These findings extend to the auditory domain the finding of intact perceptual implicit memory in AD. Preserved auditory priming in AD may reflect the operation of a pre-semantic, phonological representation system, localized to posterior neocortical areas that are functionally spared in AD.